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WHAT THE SEASHORE ELECTRIC RAILWAY IS:

All of us at one time or another have had the urge to acquire a complete electric caralong
with enough track, overhead and power facilities with which we might not only preserve this car
so prized for the recollections it brings, but also that we might occasionally personally oper-
ate the machinery and bring into action our own trolley line. Such a dream will eventually be-
come a reality for members of the New England Electric Railway Historical Society, who have ac-
quired two cars typical of the trolley lines of their section, #31, a summer car of the Biddeford
& Saco Railroad, and #38, a closed interurban car of the Manchester Street Railway.

Organized as the Seashore Electric Railway, a stretch of about 200 ft. of standard gauge
track has been laid on private property adjacent to the now abandoned right-of-way of the Atlan-
tic Shore Line Railway near Kennebunk, Maine, about 80 miles north of Boston. Cars, ties, rails,
tools and some line material have been acquired from various transit properties and set up by
the members themselves, who donate their time and material much in the same manner used in the
production of CERA bulletins.

SERVICE CONDITIONS OF THE QRIGINAL OWNERS OF CARS 31 & 38:

Both the Biddeford & Saco Railroad and the Manchester Street Railway wer e links in the
chain of trolley lines that once permitted a picturesque ride thru from Augusta, Maine, to New
York City, almost 400 miles thru busy industrial centers and quaint colonial towns and farms.
Often changes between connecting cars were made on the town green, and after a scramble for the
front bench if a summer car happened to be on the run, the journey continued at a leisurely pace

of 30 mph.

At 01d Orchard and at Saco passengers southbound from the Portland Railroad transfered to
the B&S and at Biddeford they could change to the Atlantic Shore Line Ry., for Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. Only 8 miles, B&S outlasted many of the larger links in the chain of traction lines
from Portland to Boston. Most of its service was given by Birney cars, many of them second-hand
but 12-bench open cars like #31 saw service on week-ends during summer up to the end of operation
in 1939.

The Manchester lines were on another spoke
radiating from Boston. Starting southward from
Concord, New Hampshire, via the Concord Street
Railway, passengers changed at Manchester to the
Manchester Street Railway's big cars and rode 16
miles to Nashua, where they could change to cars
for Boston via Massachusetts Northeastern Ry. or
Eastern Massachusetts Street Ry.

The Manchester property also operated cars
to londonderry and Derry, and was bullt somewhat
more nearly like midwestern interurbans than was
common in the east, having much private rightof-
way, wWith cut and fill, single track with signal

protection. Service was discontinued over the ABOVE: Altho Both Ends of Its Line Are Now
city lines in 1940 and over the interurban route in This View, the Plans of the Builders An—
several years earlier. ticipate a Mile of Track

TOP OF PAGE: Seashore #31, Ex-Biddeford & Saco RR.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
BULLETIN OF THE

CentTRal Forcrnic RAILFANS® ASSOCIATION
CHICAGO, 1LLINOIS : BULLETIN 26




! 11T e 1 A T
Ill ! ‘w 1 b ! . !
I | 9 L | |
L.l c.l:\.zmI Mo
= Ty‘p,:l | Mo‘r\on:‘% 5,’{,
= e e o i ‘]“ll' ! i 6')" [ 101 | 1
i { AR 1 i (4 i v —U ;
i ',\ TANK ’.' ; — e=s
| | i = ==\ /[
HIl 7, Yany
I ‘ y 10 n 0 - e —~F= Y
== he— dpETE e
! it i R §
r~ i VTR BRAKE CYL.
The drawing of 31 above, from Seashore's motive
nower records, was drawn by W. F. Goddard, 1941
PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS: CAR 31 CAR 38
Builder J G Brill Co Laconia Car Co 0o ¥ 3 &
Date Built 1900 1907 S . Y
Length over Bumpers 36164 40'-4"
;:g;::’trﬁ;e:"r roof 13:-2: 1? :::45%' We feel sure that Seashore will be glad to hear from others
Seatin'g Capacity -60 40 interested in its plan, who may reach it by addressing CERA
Wheel Diameters 314/ 20 a0u menber THEODORE SANTARELLI, 121 Newbury St., Boston, Mass.
Motors 2-0E200 4-GE80 AT RIGHT: #36, a duplicate of Seashore's $#38, on a
Oontrollers 2-GE K36 2-CEK283 ‘typical stretch of track between Manchester &
Compressor Cp25-C2 cp27 lashua, N.H., on the Manchester Street Railway

Engineer's Valve GE type S form L1 Allis-Chalmers
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